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                   Abiding in Christ 
 The secret of how to bear much fruit that remains 

Introduction 
Jesus said that His yoke is easy and His burden light. “Come to me, all 
who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” The secret of being 
fruitful is to come to Jesus and to remain in Him, at rest in His love and 
care, like a weaned child. This is a simple truth; now that we know Jesus, 
He takes the steering wheel of our life and our work is to believe in Him. He 
does the driving. Yet there is a fight to remain in Him. The world around 
constantly tempts us and if we don’t abide in Him we can get weary and 
burdened in our efforts to remain in Him. 
 

Let’s look at John 15: 1-17 and see what we can learn about this: 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every 
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes

 
so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean 

because of the word I have spoken to you. Abide in me, as I also abide 
in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not 
remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 

such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned. If you abide in me and my words abide in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Now remain in my love. If you keep my commands, 

you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands 
and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each 
other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. 
I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 
learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose 
me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
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fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other.” 
 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every 
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes

 
so that it will be even more fruitful. 

- Jesus uses strong language here, language that only the Son of God 
could use: God our Father is sovereign and has every right to cut us off 
or discipline us. Even if we are bearing fruit, we can expect to be pruned. 
We have a period of fruitfulness but just as we begin to take glory for it, 
we are pruned, humbled so that we may be even more fruitful. As we 
learned in our last session, God leads us into the storm so that we can 
learn how to be at peace, overcome and increase in faith. 
 
You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Abide 
in me, as I also abide in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
- God’s word cleanses us on believing and keeps us clean as we live 
under its shower. Let’s read, meditate, memorise and sing it all day long! 

This helps us to abide in Him. Like a branch 
abiding in the vine, so our simple task is to remain 
in Him so that He can work through us. 
 
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain 
in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain 
in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away 

and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned. If you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you 
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
- In order to remain in Jesus we read and meditate on, sing and speak 
His word throughout the day. Ephesians 5 says: “be filled with the Spirit, 
speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. 
Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks 
to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Words are like a seed; fruit is borne by this constant active abiding in 
Him. We meet brothers along the way and encourage them with a word 
and prayer; we give thanks and smile at all those we work with; we ask 
others what we can do to help them, and “always being prepared to give 
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an answer to everyone who asks the reason for the hope that we have” 
(1 Peter 3:15) 
 
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my 
love. If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you 
this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy 
may be complete. My command is this: Love each 
other as I have loved you. Greater love has no 
one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command. 
- Jesus is taking abiding to a more intimate level: 
“Abide in my love”. Our complete joy is to have an 
intimate relationship with Him. We only want to please Him and never 
want to offend Him. He says here that the chief way we please Him is to 
love one another with the same love that He has for us. 
 
I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 
learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose 
me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other.” 
- Look at the kind of relationship Jesus wants: it’s far from doing things 
because we have to, like a servant, but rather doing them out of love. As 
Paul Says: “For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that 
one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who 
live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them 
and was raised again.” (2 Cor 5:14). Our motivation is an inner 
compulsion to die daily as Jesus did, so that His resurrection life can 
take charge in us. And again He repeats: “This is my command: Love 
one another” 
 
Practical point: How do we abide in him as we are concentrating on 
our work or daily tasks? 
Whether we are working in front of the screen, cleaning, managing or 
driving a van, we can learn to do it hand in hand with Jesus. He is our 
constant companion. And everything we do is directed at loving one 
another and those around us. Abiding in Christ does not mean that our 
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thoughts are always on Him, as we need to concentrate on the tasks we 
are doing. But it does mean that through the decisions, the way we go 
about each task, we are asking Him questions, thanking Him, maybe 
singing under our breath, etc. Just as we would if accompanied by a 
close friend, so we bring Him into everything that we do. As Psalm 
139:1-12 says: “You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. You 
know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my 
thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and 
my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 
Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it 
completely. You hem me in behind and before, and 
you lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too 
wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. Where 
can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from 
your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are 
there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. If I 
say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around 
me,” even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like 
the day, for darkness is as light to you.”  
- God yearns for a relationship with us every moment or every day; he is 
love and is made to love, and we as humans are programmed to 
respond. Love is wanting to share everything together. Let’s share every 
experience, every moment with Him! 
 
Conclusion: 
Jesus said: “Abide in me and I in you”. Just as we breathe in the air 
which is around us, so the air becomes part of us and lives in us. In the 
same way we need to constantly breathe in Jesus. “In Him we live and 
move and have our being” (Acts 17:28) As we grow and become mature 
in abiding in Him and He in us, so we will bear much fruit. 
 
Life with Jesus becomes an easy yoke and a light burden as we walk 
hand in hand with Him.  Let’s develop this close walk; in so doing we will 
also bear much fruit to His glory. 
 
 
Songs: Here I am waiting; Abide with me (Matt Maher). 


